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Exhibit’s artists speak out about ‘unprecedented’ times

By Kathi Scrizzi Driscol
1 kdriscoll@capecodonline.com

Before the pandemic
struck, Marla Rice had
planned to spend September
and October in southern
states, helping to regis-
ter voters. A “political
junkie” who’s campaigned
for Democrats but is now
largely stuck on Cape Cod
in a volatile election season,
she had written letters and
worked phone banks, but felt
aneed for stronger action.

So the Provincetown gal-
lery owner “obsessed” with
the state of the world turned
to what she knows best: Art.

“Some people can write.
Some people can paint paint-
ings. I know how torun a
gallery, and what I'm learn-
ing is that I really know how
to curate an art show,” Rice
says. “This is literally what
I can do” to make a differ-
ence in what she describes as
“these unprecedented times.”

Rice has gathered close to
100 pieces of art created by
more than 40 artists, most of
whom are connected to her
Rice Polak Gallery, for her
first virtual exhibit: “Making
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Through his “The Great Sea of Humanity,” artist Donald Saaf
remembers the importance of connecting with people. His work can
be seen in the “Making Waves” virtual exhibit.

Waves: Artists Speak Out.” The
collection became available
through the gallery website
this week and will be online at
least through Election Day.
Provincetown visitors will
also be able to see a few pieces
inside the gallery or simply by
walking past the front win-
dow. Rice plans to display 10
or so pieces at a time in that
Commercial Street space and
expects to have a video moni-
tor running a 24/7 slide show.
Rice considers the show
part of her journey after
a “civil rights road trip”
to the South that she says
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“Lady Justice” is artist Lisbeth Firmin’s comment on the state of
our democracy and is included as part of a “Making Waves: Artists
Speak Out” pre-election virtual exhibit by the Rice Polak Gallery in
Provincetown.

was “life-changing” and
taught her how much she
didn’t know. The artists in
“Making Waves” are now
“giving me a voice, allow-
ing my voice to be heard
through their art,” she says.
Rice’s idea for the exhibit
was to take people “for a
ride on the rapids of politics,
social justice and the effects
of the pandemic” through the
artists’ work. She wasn’t sure
how artists would respond to
her call for art reflecting these
times, but says the response
was quick and emphatic: YES.
The imagery received
is “incredible” and wide-
ranging, “from a picture of
Donald Trump with blood
on his hands to somebody’s
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